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“By far the greatest and most admirable form of 
wisdom is that needed to plan and beautify cities 
and human communities.” 
 
 
  

— Socrates 
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The Village of Romeo is a vibrant community featuring a full array of amenities that provide a quality 
small urban setting for the community's residential, commercial, educational, and recreational 
needs. An enriching quality of life can be found for Romeo's residents in its activity-rich, age-friendly, 
healthy environment where children, young people, adults of all ages, and families can safely and 
happily live, work, and recreate. The Village provides cultural amenities, recreational amenities, and 
commercial services that enrich its residents' lives and attract visitors from the immediate region and 
beyond. 
  
As a nearly built-out community, the Village has limited opportunity for new development. Each infill 
redevelopment opportunity requires a heightened level of sensitivity and creativity to appropriately 
balance the Village's existing character with the need and desire for economic growth, enhanced 
commercial and residential options for residents, and maintaining the community's high-quality facil-
ities and services. Balancing these factors requires a plan that can serve to inform and guide deci-
sions and direct the community's resources and efforts moving forward. 
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THE MASTER PLAN 
 
It is the responsibility of the Romeo Planning Commission to prepare and adopt 
a Master Plan on behalf of the Village.  Romeo derives its authority to prepare a 
Master Plan from the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, PA 33 of 2008.  The 
Master Plan process has undertaken a thorough investigation of past trends, 
current conditions, and alternative futures for the Village. The overall process 
has been structured to allow for broad participation, expression of new ideas, 
and creation of new concepts that will help the Village make the most of its 
opportunities.  
  
While the Master Plan embodies Romeo’s vision of what the community should 
be like for future generations, it is not expected that change will be achieved all 
at once.  Over the life of the plan, the change will be gradual – and probably in 
different ways than anticipated.  Every circumstance influencing the Village 
cannot be accurately predicted.  However, a well-crafted and executed Master 
Plan will assist the community in making the right decisions to move the Village 
forward, and towards a more sustainable future!  
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ROLE OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

There are four main governmental bodies that influence the development and implementation of the Village’s 
Master Plan: 
 

Village Council Adopts ordinances and sets policy for the village. The Village 
Council approves all ordinances. 
 

Planning Commission Recommends policy relating to land use and is the approving 
body for most development and redevelopment. The Planning 
Commission is responsible for developing a Master Plan. 

Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) 

Implements plans and policies in the DDA District.  The DDA is 
responsible for implementing the Development Plan and Tax 
Increment Financing Plan for the Downtown District. 

Historic District  
Commission  

Promotes the educational and cultural heritage of the Village 
through the preservation and protection of the historic struc-
tures and areas. 
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HOW IS IT USED? 
 
The Master Plan serves many functions, and is to be used in a variety of ways, including; 
 
• A Basis for Regulatory Actions:  It provides the statutory basis upon which zoning and land use 

decisions are made.  The Michigan Zoning  Enabling Act (P.A. 2006 of 2008, as amended) requires 
that the zoning ordinance be in accordance with a plan designed to meet the resident’s need for 
natural resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, and other uses, and to 
ensure these uses are situated in appropriate locations. 

 
• A Basis for Community Programs and Decision Making:  The goals and policies outlined in the 

Master Plan will guide the Planning Commission and Village Council in their deliberations on 
zoning, subdivisions, capital improvements, and other matters relating to land use and 
development.  This provides a stable, long-term basis for decision-making. 

 
• A Source for Planning Studies:  Few Master Plans can, and do, address every issue in sufficient 

detail.  However, a Master Plan can identify specific needs and recommend further study to 
address these needs through specific actions. 

 
• A Source of Information:  The Master Plan is a valuable source of information for citizens, 

developers, businesses, prospective residents, the Planning Commission, the Village Council, and 
other local boards, commissions, and agencies.  It gives a clear indication of the Village’s direction 
for the future. 

 
• A Long-term Guide:  The plan will assist in evaluating public and private proposals that affect the 

community’s physical, social, economic, and environmental characteristics. It is a long-range 
statement of goals and policies aimed at unified and coordinated development.   
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COMMUNITY INPUT 
 
Community input is the core of any planning effort. In order for the goals of the plan to be achievable, general 
consensus regarding the vital issues of the community must be reached.  
 
The Village held two Master Plan Public Forums at the Romeo Community Center. The goal was to gather citizen input 
on a variety of topics and to encourage conceptualization of a desired future for the community. Over 50 individuals 
participated in each forum.  Also, an online community survey was conducted through Survey Planet.  A total of 150 
persons participated, answering questions related to housing, neighborhoods, economic development, and 
transportation.   
 
The results of these public input opportunities were utilized in creating many of the strategies included in this plan. 
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“Do not try to make circumstances fit your plans. Make 
plans that fit the circumstances.” 
 
 
  

— George S. Patton, U.S. Army General 


