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Land use and transportation systems have and will continue to have a tremendous influence on the 
Village of Romeo and its identity as a charming, inviting, and livable small town. Transportation 
planning and design impact safety, quality of life factors, recreation, economic development, the 
housing market, and access and accessibility. Romeo is committed to ensuring that its motorized 
and non-motorized transportation system is safe and efficient for all users and is designed with its 
oldest and youngest users in mind.  
  
Romeo supports access and accessibility and strives to ensure public facilities are inviting and 
accessible for all users.  The Village supports and strongly encourages compliance with the rules 
and regulations of the American Disabilities Act (ADA).   
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CORE OBJECTIVES 
 

 
Madison will be a safe and welcoming city of strong and complete neighborhoods that meet the needs of all residents.  

Romeo will maintain a safe and efficient transportation network 
that is consistent with the character of the area, coordinated 
with future land use patterns, and serves residents and visitors 
of all means, abilities, and ages.  
 
Romeo will provide an expanded multimodal network that  sup-
ports our Downtown and other commercial areas, protects the 
integrity of our neighborhoods, and embraces new and sustaina-
ble technologies. 
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ROADWAY SYSTEM 
 
A safe and effective transportation network is essential to active communities for everything from getting children to 
school, getting to and from work, and having places to exercise and recreate. Economic development and job creation 
depend on transporting raw materials and finished products and giving workers access to employment opportunities.  
  
Like many residents throughout Macomb County, residents within the Village are primarily dependent on automobile 
travel and the region's arterial road network to access employment, schools, shopping, and services.  Romeo's residential 
character, the limited shopping supply, and its somewhat limited employment opportunities require travel to other 
communities to meet these needs. In turn, many patrons visiting the businesses in the Village come from outside of 
Romeo.   
  
Fortunately, Romeo is well served by the regional road network, with access to Van Dyke and M-53 and 32 Mile Road 
providing vehicle access throughout the area.  Once within the Village's boundaries, the local street grid system offers 
complete access throughout the Village, both in the immediate downtown and the surrounding neighborhoods.   
  
The road network with the Village is primarily laid out as part of the downtown's original platting.  The network follows 
that of a traditional downtown, providing a relatively strict grid pattern for downtown roads and alleys. 

Based on the road network hierarchy, develop standards for each functional classifica-
tion. Work with neighboring local, county and state jurisdictions to establish safe, attrac-
tive and equitable standards for public rights-of-way. 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
 
Roads within communities across the country are categorized by the National Functional Classification (NFC) System. 
The NFC is a system developed by the Federal Highway Administration to classify all streets, roads, and highways ac-
cording to their function. The NFC system classifies roads into the following categories: 
 
Local Streets and Roads — Rural local streets and roads serve primarily to provide direct access to adjacent land and to 
provide service to travel over relatively short distances as compared to collectors or other higher systems. These streets 
have a right-of-way of 66 feet. 
  
Collectors — These roads collect traffic within residential neighborhoods or within areas of concentrated land use de-
velopment such as industrial or multiple housing areas, and channel it to the arterial roadways. Local property access 
should be only a secondary function of collector streets. Collector streets have a right-of-way of 86 feet. Collector 
routes generally serve travel of primarily intra-county rather than statewide importance and constitute those routes on 
which predominant travel distances are shorter than on arterial routes. Consequently, more moderate speeds may be 
typical, on average. 
  
Minor Arterials — Minor arterial roads in rural areas typically link cities and larger towns and form an integrated net-
work providing interstate and intercounty service. They move traffic on a county-wide basis and act as principle feeder 
routes to the principle arterials. Their main function is to carry large volumes of traffic and to act as a secondary move-
ment to provide access to adjacent properties. The right-of-way requirement is 120 feet, because as development oc-
curs and traffic volumes increase these roads will need to become wider in order to accommodate the increased de-
mand. 
 
Principal Arterials — Principal arterial roads serve corridor movements having trip length and travel density characteris-
tics indicative of substantial statewide or interstate travel. Interstates are generally part of a nation-wide system of lim-
ited access highways designed to carry transient traffic around, through, or between urban centers with minimum con-
flict with local traffic. They carry a large amount of traffic at maximum speeds. These roads are multi-laned and do not 
provide access to adjacent properties. The right-of-way width requirements for a interstate usually approximate 300 
feet. State Highways, business loops, and other major thoroughfares are in most cases classified as principal arterials as 
well. There is no parking allowed along these roadways, and it is common for such road classifications to have a right-of-
way width of 120-150 feet, with four to five lanes depending on the need for an additional turning lane.  
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Insert Road Classification Map 
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PASER SURVEY 

Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating, or PASER, is a visual test of the surface condition of the road focused on 
pavement conditions.  The Village’s engineering consultant Hubbel, Roth & Clark conducted a PASER Survey of the 
streets within the Village in September 2020.  The results, as indicated on the map below, found that the vast majority 
of Romeo’s local streets to be in poor conditions. 
 

 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 

Encourage the maintenance and improvement to local streets to ensure safe access to and 
within the Village’s residential neighborhoods, while discouraging extraneous non-
residential traffic. 
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Traffic calming techniques enhance both safety and the quality of 
life on city streets. Shade trees and on-street parking can buffer 
homes from the streets and slow traffic. Sidewalks can be widened 
and bicycle lanes added where safe and appropriate. Street entranc-
es can be narrowed and brick crosswalks added. The intent is to 
affect driver behavior and expectations—causing vehicles to slow 
down and adopt a more pedestrian-friendly behavior.  Physical bar-
riers or a change in pavement texture may slow traffic entering a 
calmed area.  Parts of the street are often reclaimed for pedestrian 
activities or landscaping. Making a street one-way or blocking lanes 
can also protect a local street from through traffic.  Traffic calming 
can help keep through traffic off residential streets, and make collec-
tors quieter, more friendly for bicycles, and easier to cross r pedes-
trians.

 

 
 

 

Curb extensions (also called bulb-outs) extend 
the sidewalk into the parking lane to narrow the 
roadway and provide additional pedestrian 
space at key locations; they can be used at cor-
ners and at mid-block. Curb extensions enhance 
pedestrian safety by increasing pedestrian visibil-
ity, shortening crossing distances, slowing turn-
ing vehicles, and visually narrowing the roadway. 
 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 

 
Accommodate increases in traffic volumes through road maintenance, intersection improve-
ments, signalization improvements, upgrading the road network, and implementing appropri-
ate street calming measures. 
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ACCESS MANAGEMENT 
 

  

 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 

Implement access management standards for new development and redevelopment in order 
to improve the function and appearance of local streets, streetscapes and alleys; providing 
adequate rights-of-ways and appropriate improvements for traffic volume. 
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COMPLETE STREETS 
 
The Michigan Complete Streets legislation was signed into law in 
2010 through two public acts, Public Act 134 and Public Act 135. 
The Michigan Planning Act was also amended to require the con-
sideration of complete streets in the Master Plan. The legislation 
defines Complete Streets as "roadways planned, designed, and 
constructed to provide appropriate access to all legal users, 
whether by car, truck, transit, assistive device, foot or bicycle." It 
gives local government, county, and state transportation agen-
cies new responsibilities to address all legal users' transportation 
needs (including pedestrians and bicyclists) in their community 
Master Plans.  
  
Communities with Complete Streets policies help ensure that 
roadway design accommodates all users, not just motorists. Fa-
cilities that make a street "complete" depend on existing condi-
tions and the intended users. It's never a "one-size-fits-all" sce-
nario. Examples include curb ramps, audible or tactile signals for 
blind pedestrians, longer crossing times, smooth sidewalks, and 
bike lanes free of obstacles.  
  

Complete Streets Benefits 
 

Complete Streets provide a number of benefits 
such as: 
 

 Improved safety for all users, including pe-
destrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and 
drivers 

 

 Improved human health by encouraging 
walking and bicycling 

 

 Decreased car traffic, reducing the depend-
ence on gasoline and petroleum products, 
and improved air quality 

 

 More transportation options 
 

 Fosters livable communities and an im-
proved quality of life 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 

Develop and adopt a local Complete Streets Policy and Ordinance, establishing a 
clear emphasis and dedication to designing streets for all users. 
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NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION 
 
Romeo residents have expressed an interest in an increased ability to engage in active transportation. Active transporta-
tion refers to any form of human-powered transportation, including walking, cycling, using a wheelchair, in-line skating, 
or skateboarding. There are many ways to engage in active transportation, whether walking or cycling to a bus stop, 
school, work, or essential services.  
  
Active transportation can cost-effectively address multiple societal challenges. Communities that prioritize active transit 
tend to be healthier by enabling residents to be more physically active in their daily routes and cleaner air to breathe. 
Active transportation systems also foster economic health by creating dynamic, connected communities with a high 
quality of life, leading to small business development, increased property values, tourism, and corporate investment that 
attract a talented, highly educated workforce. Additionally, motorists can benefit from having fewer vehicles on the 
road. When there are transportation options, residents of all ages are more likely to be independent and better manage 
the costs related to transportation.  
  
Many people are choosing active transportation options when possible. When deciding where to live, people will factor 
into their decision-making process whether they have access to non-motorized trails and whether they can walk, bike, or 
use public transportation as their primary mode of transportation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expand upon existing connections to create a community-wide non-motorized net-
work to provide opportunities for pedestrian activity such as walking, jogging and 
bicycling. 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 
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PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED DESIGN 
 
Pedestrian-oriented design is a design approach that links urban design to such qualities as sense of comfort, sense of 
safety, and level of interest to create quality walking environments that consider pedestrian users' perceptions and 
sensitivities. This design approach focuses on the pedestrian experience of space and place. The pedestrian-oriented 
design's conceptual framework is that physical features influence the walking environment's quality both directly and 
indirectly.  
  
Design features include appropriate sidewalk widths, a buffer or transition to the street that could consist of grass, 
street trees or other plantings, pedestrian-scale lighting, and the proximity of buildings that create a "street wall."   
  
This pedestrian design element should be incorporated into new developments and redevelopments to provide a quali-
ty experience for the pedestrian and enhance safety and provide a consistent aesthetic throughout the Village. Build-
ings near the street should be designed to provide accessible entrances oriented towards the road and visual interest in 
architecture and transparent windows that allow visibility into commercial establishments. 
 
 

SIDEWALKS 
 

 
 
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
 
A significant consideration of mobility in the downtown is accessibility. Improving the sidewalks and pedestrian routes 
in the downtown to meet and exceed (when feasible) the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements is critical 
to making the downtown accessible to all users. Some barriers may impede mobility in the downtown, including side-
walk gaps, reduced sidewalk widths, traffic signals, and crossing locations. As the pedestrian network is expanded or 
enhanced through development or capital improvement projects, accessibility must be evaluated. Any obstacles that 
may impact pedestrian mobility must be mitigated to help identify these barriers. 
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Recommendations for Creating  
an Enriching Pedestrian Experience 

 
 Create a pedestrian oriented environment at the street level that is safe, accessible, visually pleasing, and com-

fortable. 
 

 Ensure that new projects within the downtown are designed to provide a connection with the designated side-
walks (pedestrian ways). 

 

 Provide interesting displays or showcases within the interior of the building windows, visible to those passing 
by. 

 

 Allow acceptable uses such as, food and drink sales, outdoor recreation, public art displays, and pedestrian 
resting places. 

 

 Locate all street furniture, canopies, railings, and other accessories outside of the pedestrian way. 
 

 Expand retail sales floor area by allowing retailers to temporarily utilize the public space in front of their build-
ings, without impeding pedestrians. 

 

 Provide distinctions between the sidewalk (pedestrian way) and pedestrian activity areas, buy using  various 
architectural treatments such as brick, concrete, color variation, etc. 

 

 New building or renovations to existing building should be designed to relate to the pedestrian scale.   
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TRAILS 
 
The Macomb County Trails Master Plan has been 
developed to provide a framework for creating a 
connected system of greenways and trails throughout the 
county. This non-motorized system is envisioned to serve a 
diverse range of users, providing safe and well-maintained 
linkages to important natural, cultural and civic 
destinations and other points of interest within and 
outside of the county.  
.   
The Village of Romeo has proposed designating local 
connections along Morton, Gates, Bailey and 32 Mile Road. 
 

 
 
 

 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 

Actively seek and develop a safe trail connection between the Macomb Orchard Trail 
and Romeo’s Downtown. 
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Complete gaps in the sidewalk and trail network.  Develop safe and efficient bike lanes 
where practical. 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 
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CONNECTED AND AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES  

Connected and autonomous vehicle technology will transform transportation systems over the coming decades, with 
major implications for the planning and design of communities. Autonomous vehicles, also known as driverless or self-
driving cars, have been sharing streets and roads for years.  
 
According to the American Planning Association,  
 

“The widespread deployment of autonomous vehicles for cities and metropolitan regions will change the way we 
design our public rights-of-way. Sensors will allow autonomous vehicles to travel closer together than human-
controlled vehicles, reducing the necessary pavement width and freeing up space for wider sidewalks, bike lanes, 
and other amenities. Local zoning codes will need to address requirements for passenger loading and unloading, 
and parking needs will change drastically if a shared use model is employed. As cities transition away from ordi-
nances that now require large amounts of land to be used for parking and circulation, they will need to determine 
how best to make use of that “extra” land through new approaches to land use and zoning. “  
 
 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS 

As automobile manufacturers increase their offerings of electric vehicles 
(EVs), and public acceptance of electronic vehicles becomes more the norm, 
drivers may elect to shop where they can also refuel their EVs - so they can 
attend to two chores in one location. Longer dwell time at a retail location 
may even translate to an increase in sales. Businesses looking into the bene-
fits of EV charging stations for their customers may build a competitive ad-
vantage over others. 

✓ 
ACTION STRATEGY 

 Develop a plan to place EV Charging Stations in all municipal parking lots, and solicit 
grants which will lessen acquisition and installation costs. 
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 .” “We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.” 

— Winston Churchill, Statesman 


