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The review and analysis of current conditions, including population and housing trends, is done to 
help evaluate the character of the Village and understand the directions of the past. This 
information is needed as a basis for a community to plan for its long-term goals. The evaluation of 
the data helps understand the changing trends in population, housing, employment, and 
economics. The data found is then evaluated to help support the long-term decisions 
recommended in the Master Plan. 
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LOCATION 

The Village of Romeo is located in the northwest corner of Macomb County, approximately 30 miles 
north of downtown Detroit and only 6 miles from the southern boundary of Lapeer County.  The 
incorporated Village is surrounded by the neighboring Townships of Bruce, Armada, Ray, and 
Washington.  The Village is connected to the region by the M-53 Freeway, which crosses the eastern 
half of the Village approximately one-half mile east of Romeo’s Central Business District.  Van Dyke 
Avenue bisects the core of the downtown, and provides immediate, full access to communities to 
the south.  Romeo lies centrally within the major expressway corridors of I-69 on the north, M-59 on 
the south, I-75 to the west, and I-94 to the east.  While none of these corridors directly impact the 
Village, these arterials provide access to and from the region, and are rather easily accessible to 
residents of the Village 
 

 

HISTORY 
 
The Village of Romeo was originally established by settlers from upstate New York and 
New England in the 1820’s.  It was formally incorporated on March 9, 1938.  Many of 
the original settlers were drawn to the area by the fertile farmland available in the 
surrounding Townships. 

 

Like many midwestern villages common to the mid-1800’s, Romeo served as a focal 
point for the surrounding farmland.  The Village was the center of commerce and public 
facilities.  It was also an important economic center, on a scale comparable with the 
County Seat, Mount Clemens. 

 

While the role of the Village and its relationship to other economic centers in Macomb County has 
changed over the last 200 years, Romeo has successfully preserved an architectural and historic 
legacy that provides a unique character that remains today.  The rich character of the Village’s 
homes, the residential streets, the downtown district and public buildings provide the physical 
setting within which the future will be based. 

Village of Romeo 
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Aerial Depicting the Village of Romeo in Relation to Adjoining Communities 
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 
 
The population of Romeo has remained very stable 
over the past 40 years, during which time the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) estimated that the population increased 
by 61 residents.  This is primarily due to the fact 
that the Village has had very little land available for 
development. 
 
The surrounding townships, however, have seen 
significant growth over the same time period, with 
Bruce Township increasing by 2,719 persons, Ray 
Township by 1,300 persons, Armada Township by 
1,042 persons, and Washington Township by nearly 
30,000 persons. 
 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD SIZE 
 
Average household sizes have dropped across the 
country, from 2.62 to 2.53 from 2000 to 2015.  
Michigan has experienced a larger drop, from 2.75 
to 2.52 during the same time period, with local 
communities following suit.  In Romeo, the average 
household size is even smaller than that of the 
country and state.  Romeo’s average household 
size in 2020 is estimated to be 2.41, and in 2045 is 
forecasted to be 2.37. 

Population Trends for Romeo & Surrounding Communities 

 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018 

Romeo 3,509 3,520 3,721 3,596 3,570 

Bruce Twp. 3,823 4,193 6,395 6,947 6,317 

Armada Twp. 2,495 2,943 3,673 3,649 3,537 

Armada 1,392 1,548 1,573 1,730 1,434 

Ray Twp. 3,121 3,230 3,740 3,739 3,770 

Washington Twp. 8,637 22.386 17,122 23,296 30,906 

Macomb County 694,600 717,400 788,149 840,978 883,942 

 2000 
Census 

2010 
Census 

2020 
Projected 

2045 
Forecast 

Population 3,721 3,596 3,570 3,647 

Households 1,528 1,501 1,482 1,542 

Persons per 
Household  

2.43 2.39 2.41 2.37 

Romeo Population & Household Data 2000-2045 
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 Source: SEMCOG, 2015 American Community Survey 

Population Counts by Age Brackets 

 2000 
Census 

2010 
Census 

2020 
Project-

ed 

2045 
Forecast 

Under 5 246 170 160 169 

5—17 725 523 478 449 

18—24 304 274 292 204 

25—54 1,617 1,471 1,356 1,276 

55—64 301 574 593 489 

65 –84 384 512 601 801 

85+ 62 78 90 259 

Total 3,509 3,602 3,570 3,647 

AGE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Information on age within a community can assist in matching 
public services to community characteristics and in determining 
special needs of certain age groups.  For example, younger popu-
lations tend to require more rental housing units and smaller 
homes, while the elderly populations may have a need for assist-
ed living facilities. 
 
The fastest growing segment of the population is seniors. The 
number of people over 65 years of age in 2020 is estimated at 691, a 
50% increase over that in 2000.  Furthermore, this number is ex-
pected to increase an additional 53% by 2045. 
 
In 2017, the median age of Village residents was estimated to be 
39.9 years. This represents a 1.1 year increase since 2010. 
 

<18 
19-34 
35-64 
65+ 

Age Distribution 

2045  2020  
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RACIAL COMPOSITION 
 
One important social characteristic of a community is its ra-
cial make-up.  Understanding the racial composition of a 
community helps to identify the diverse needs of its popula-
tion.  The U.S. Census Bureau categorizes the population into 
a number or racial categories. 
 
The adjacent table illustrates a comparison of the Racial 
Composition of the Village of Romeo in 2010 and 2018.  The 
largest segment of the population in Romeo is White.  How-
ever, the fastest growing segments of the population are 
Black/African Americans, and Hispanic. 

 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
 
The adjacent chart indicates educational attainment of Ro-
meo residents based on the most recent American Commu-
nity Survey data.  As of 2015, the percentage of residents 
with a Bachelor’s or Graduate College Degree was 24.2%, 
which is higher than that of Macomb County (23.3%), but 
lower than that of Michigan (30.6%). 
 
The percentage of residents with high school degrees or 
higher is 88.6%. 

Graduate / Professional  Degree 
 9.8% 

Bachelor  Degree 
 15.1 % 

Associate  Degree 
 10.7% 

Some College—No Degree 
 22.8% 

High School Graduate 
 31.0% 

Did Not Graduate from High 
School 

 2010 
Census 

2018 
Estimated 

Change 

White 3,149 3,100 -49 

Black 134 324 +190 

Hispanic 206 477 +271 

Multi Racial 80 15 -65 

Other 27 0 -27 

Population by Race 
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HOUSING TYPE 

 

There are roughly 1,700 housing units in the Village of Ro-
meo, 61% of which are single family homes. There are just 
a little under 500 units within multi-unit/apartment build-
ings and even fewer duplexes and townhomes. single fami-
ly homes in Romeo are generally well maintained and alt-
hough relatively homogeneous by neighborhood, through-
out the Village there are a variety of ages, styles, and sizes. 
Single family homes have traditionally been the backbone 
of the community and historically the preferred housing 
type for small towns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING AGE 
 
Housing is a vital characteristic of any community.  Houses 
are highly visible and relatively permanent, and for these 
reasons serve as great indicators of the wellbeing of a com-
munity.  The historic character of Romeo’s housing is re-
flected in the data regarding the year housing units were 
constructed.  A total of approximately 32% of the Village’s 
housing stock was constructed prior to 1939. 

 2010 2019 

Owner Occupied Units 1,083 1,056 

Renter Occupied Units 418 499 

Vacant Units 158 148 

Total 1,659 1,703 

Occupancy 
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
 
Analyzing income and poverty levels is a good way to meas-
ure the relative economic health of the community.  The me-
dian household income in Romeo is less than that of both 
Macomb County and the State However, it is important to 
indicate that between 2010 and 2019, Romeo’s median in-
come actually increased (+$1,944), while both the county and 
state median income declined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAXABLE VALUE 
 
Taxable Value is an indication of the value of property in a 
community.  It is the value on which property taxes are calcu-
lated. An increasing Taxable Value is very beneficial to a com-
munity since  it is directly related to a community’s tax base. 
 
According to information provided by SEMCOG, Taxable Val-
ue in Romeo is significantly higher than the region average 
and state average for villages.  In addition, taxable value over 
the previous 8 years has been trending upwards. 
 

 

Median Household Income 2010—2019 

 2010 Median 
Household 

Income 

2019 Median 
Household 

Income 

2010 – 2015 
Change 

Romeo $48,212 $50,156 +$1,944 

Macomb County $58,691 $54,582 -$4,109 

State of Michigan $57,722 $53,594 -$4,128 

Source: SEMCOG 
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 Source: SEMCOG, 2015 American Community Survey 

Employment in Community 

 2015 2020 2025 

Romeo 3,828 4,112 4,094 

Bruce Township 2,541 2,503 2,486 

Village of Armada 591 582 569 

Armada Township 1,488 1,499 1,466 

Ray Township 1,337 1,388 1,406 

Washington Township 7,480 7,705 7,622 

Macomb County 421,450 440,946 438,715 

EMPLOYMENT CHARACTERISTICS 
 
SEMCOG estimates that there were 4,112 jobs in Romeo in 2020, 
which, is 282 more jobs than in 2015. Furthermore, the Village 
provides more jobs than surrounding Bruce, Armada, and Ray 
Townships, and the Village of Armada. 
 
The chart below depicts the number of jobs by industry section in 
which Romeo residents are employed.  In 2015, the largest num-
ber of jobs was in Manufacturing, followed by Information & Fi-
nancial Services, and Healthcare. 
 

Industry Sector 2015 2025 2035 

Natural Resources, Mining & Construction 235 359 351 

Manufacturing 1,586 1,584 1,609 

Wholesale Trade 49 55 52 

Retail Trade 117 131 135 

Transportation, Warehousing, & Utilities 58 50 53 

Information & Financial Services 444 443 416 

Professional & Technical Services 157 179 145 

Administrative 271 267 281 

Education Services 186 191 193 

Healthcare 277 419 433 

Leisure and Hospitality 130 139 134 

Public Administration 33 34 33 

Other 225 243 258 

Total Employment Numbers 3,828 4,094 4,093 

Romeo Resident’s Employment by Job 
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TRAFFIC VOLUMES 
 
Traffic volumes and safety are some of the primary measures of the performance of 
individual roads in a road system and how a road network interacts as a whole.  The 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) publishes the most recent 
traffic count data for Romeo.  Not surprisingly, 32 Mile Road has the highest traffic 
volumes. 

Highest Traffic Volumes 

Year Travel Direction Road Segment Avg. Daily Trips 

2017 East and West 32 Mile  Between Harriet & Denby 14,823 

2017 East 32 Mile West of Powell 8,060 

2016 West 32 Mile M-53 to Powell 7,790 

2017 West 32 Mile East of Main Street 7,650 

2016 East 32 Mile M-53 to Powell 7,470 

2017 North Main Street South of 32 Mile 7,180 

Source: SEMCOG 
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TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
Roadway design, driver behavior, and weather conditions are contributing factors to the cause of an 
accident. However, the most frequent cause of traffic accidents is attributed to improper driving. 
Excessive speed, failure to yield the right-of-way, and following too closely are the principal types of 
improper driving behavior that lead to accidents. Alcohol and other drugs were reported to be a 
factor in over one-half of the fatal traffic accidents in the United States. 
 
SEMCOG keeps track of accident reports by intersections.  The following intersections have been 
identified as having the most accidents in the Village based upon data from 2014 to 2018.   
 
 

 
 Romeo Average Traffic Accidents per Year (2014-2018) 

Intersection Average  2017 2016 2015 2014 2018 

Southbound M-53 
and 32 Mile Road 

17.2 23 15 17 17 14 

Northbound M-53 
and 32 Mile Road 

11.0 9 13 9 10 14 

Main St. and 32 
Mile Road 

9.4 6 12 7 14 8 

32 Mile Road and 
Powell Road 

5.6 7 2 1 9 9 

Main St. and Lafa-
yette St. 

4.2 5 4 5 7 0 

 Source: SEMCOG 
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COMMUNITY FACIITIES 
 
Village Administrative Offices  -  Romeo’s administrative offices are lo-
cated downtown on West St. Clair Street.  The two-story building in-
cludes office space on the first floor, along with storage and meeting 
space on the second floor. 
 
Police - The Village of Romeo provides its own police services.  The De-
partment shares a portion of the existing Village office space on West St. 
Clair Street.  This location is centrally located, which provides convenient 
and rapid response to all portions of the Village. 
 
Fire - The Village contracts with Bruce Township for fire and emergency 
medical services. 
  
Library - The Romeo District Library serves the Village and several sur-
rounding townships.  One of its two branches, the Kezar Branch, is locat-
ed on 107 Church Street within the Village limits. 
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Cemetery - The Village operates a municipal cemetery on West St. Clair 
Street, along its western boundary. A portion of the cemetery extends 
across the Village boundary into Bruce Township.   
 
Water Distribution - The Village operates its own municipal water distri-
bution system which services the majority of the Village.  Romeo oper-
ates 3 main wells, two of which are located in the southwest corner of 
the Village, south of Benjamin Street.  A third well is located in Washing-
ton Township, south of 32 Mile Road.  The Village has a water tower lo-
cated west of Morton St. near the Village Cemetery. 
 
Sanitary Sewer System - The Village operates its own municipal waste 
water collection and treatment system.  The treatment plant is located in 
the industrial area, just north of 32 Mile Road, and west of Powell. 
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PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES 
 
The Romeo-Washington-Bruce Recreation Commission is a public agency, that is responsible for providing recreation services 
to area residents.  The purpose of the Commission is to promote, plan, coordinate and operate a system of indoor and outdoor 
public recreation programs and facilities for all residents of those areas encompassed by the boundaries of Bruce and Washing-
ton Townships along with the Village of Romeo.  
 

In 2017 the Recreation Commission prepared a five year Parks and Recreation Plan for submittal to the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources.  The finding and recommendations of the plan are hereby incorporated into this Master Plan.  The plan 
recognized four parks/open space areas within the Village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Romeo Trailside Park 

Paved parking, benches, connection to Macomb Orchard Trail 

Sisson Street Property 

Open Space, Future Neighborhood Park 

Village Park 

Pavilion, Gazebo 

Romeo Community Center Building & Park 

Paved parking, playgrounds, pavilion, basketball court,  
sledding hill, skate park. 
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NATURAL FEATURES 
 
Natural features exert important influences in shaping the development and character of a specific area. They are 
nature's contribution to the Village's environment. Collectively, these features can determine the overall physical 
character of the community. 
 
When integrated thoughtfully into development proposals, physical features serve to enhance the character and 
appearance of the constructed environment. Conversely, ignoring physical features, or misusing them, can have 
significant, long-term negative consequences.  
 
Flood Plains - The East Pond Creek is the 
only major drainage course that crosses 
the Village.  This creek is a tributary of the 
north branch of the Clinton River.  It 
crosses the eastern portion of the Village, 
entering Romeo north of the Ford Engine 
Plant, and exiting the community at Powell 
Road, just north of 32 Mile Road. 
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Wetlands - Wetlands are areas characterized by the presence of water that either saturates the soil or cover the land 
most of the year, and serve a number of necessary environmental functions.  These include: 

 Protecting downstream water supplies by providing clean ground water as a result of the nutrient retention and 
sediment removal.  

 Functioning as effective natural storage basins for flood water 

 Providing a habitat for many types of plants and animals.   
 
Within the Village, only a few areas of wetlands have been identified.  These areas are predominantly located along the 
East Pond Creek and essentially mimic that of the defined floodplain. 
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Sub-Watersheds 

Watersheds - A watershed is an area of land that catches rain or snow, 
eventually draining into a body of water (such as a marsh, stream, river, 
lake or groundwater).  Activity within a watershed will likely impact the 
quality of that watershed. For instance, if a new shopping center is built, 
rain water which was once absorbed into that vacant property will now 
runoff into the nearest drain, collecting dirt, oils and other chemicals and 
carrying them into that drain and eventually into the rivers and lakes of 
the state.  Therefore, effective management of a watershed requires co-
operation among all dischargers within the area to work together  to re-
duce pollutants into Lake St. Clair. 
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“I don’t believe there is a challenge anywhere in the 
world that’s more important to people everywhere 
than finding a solution to the problems of our cities.” 
 
 
   

— Walt Disney, Entrepreneur 


